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Brief Description:  Concerning the covering of loads on public highways.

Sponsors:  Representative Kagi.

Brief Summary of Bill

� Requires dirt, sand, rocks, or gravel with a risk of escaping to be covered and within 
the freeboard of the bed during transport.

Hearing Date:  1/30/12

Staff:  Jerry Long (786-7306).

Background: 

Any vehicle operating on a paved public highway with a load of dirt, sand or gravel susceptible 
to being dropped, spilled, leaked, or otherwise escaping must have the load covered to prevent 
spillage.  Covering such loads is not required if six inches of freeboard is maintained within the 
bed.  

A person is guilty of failure to secure a load in the first degree if the person with criminal 
negligence, fails to secure a load and causes substantial harm to another.  Failure to secure a load
in the first degree is a gross misdemeanor.  A person who fails to secure a load or part of a load is 
guilty of an infraction if such failure does not cause harm to another. 

Summary of Bill: 

Any vehicle operating on a paved public highway with a load of dirt, sand, rocks, or gravel 
susceptible to being dropped, spilled, leaked, or otherwise escaping must be covered to prevent 
spillage.  These loads must not exceed the freeboard within the bed.

Appropriation:  None.
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This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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Fiscal Note:  Available.

Effective Date:  The bill takes effect July 1, 2012
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